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O N on mg the Falles 


ing Diſſertation, the 


Reader will obſerve, that it 
is founded on the Practice 
now in Uſe, under the preſent 

Conſtitution of the Britiſh 

Slate, without entering into 

any Diſcuſſi on, of how and 

when it Was introduced and 

| eftabliſed; it not being int end. 

ed to diſtrad the Mind, by a 


tedious Search 2 the dark 


Records of Antiquity, or to 
puzzle | rhe Under landing, 
Om.” + with 
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rIans,. and. the it 
ent L, gan 0 aff - | 


Peace and _- N 3 
Hood, by explaining the Con ſe. 
ences which naturally 
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HE Word Liberty 
is capable of con- 
veying to the Mind 
as many different 


nen 


Ideas, as there are 


Things in Nature unto which 


8 


if 
N 


Th 2 1 
719i 


it can be DET whereſore, 
to avoid Uncertainty and Con 


fuſion, in reaſoning on fo uni- 
verſal and extenfive a Principle, 
it is to be remembered, that 
the Liberty here treated of, 


is relative only to that Free- 


dom and Power of Action, 
which Men can be ſuppoſed to 


enjoy, under ſome certain re- 


gular Form of Civil Govern- 


ment. Ny 
Nature has, in dome Degree, 


implanted in every Man, a 
fel f. intereſted Deſire of en- 
joying Pleaſure, Wealth, and 
Power: But we can have no 

Idea, or Conception of Civil 
Government, without imply 
ing an abſolute Refi ignation, or 
rather Deprivation of all Li- 

Sl We, to act and do Things, 

that 
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vernment, may be called not 
* a Privilege, but a Right 


Fi 15 
1 41 
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that are either inconſiſtent 


with the Safety and Proſperity 


of the whole Community, as à 


Body Politick, or which tend, 


| f in any Degree, to weaken and 
deſtroy it: And as the Safety 
and Proſperity of every King- 


dom and Commonwealth, moſt 


_ * evidently conſiſts in a due Sub- 
miſſion unto, and a ſtrict Ob- 
ſervance of the Laws enacted 
for that End, as well as a Con- 
nection and Dependance of the 
different Branches of the Con- 
ſtitution, with and upon each 
ether; theſe muſt be carefully 
kept in View, as often as we 
attempt to make a true Judg- 
ment of the Subjects Liberty, 


which, 


under any Form of Go- 


B 1 5 


ag — —ͤ—ũ——j— — —— a 


[4] 


to do any Act co opliſtent with 
the 17 of God, which can- 
not be conſtrued to infringe 
the known Law of the Land, or 
otherways tend to the Hurt 
and Prejudice of the Society, 


as a Pody Politick. 


The Word Sutjed ſufficient- 
ly denotes the Species of Li- 
berty, which may be claimed 
under that Denomination ; yet 
this muſt be diſtinguiſhed from 
the additional, but legal Pow- 

ers and Capacities, of ſuch Sub- 
jects as happen to be inveſted 
with Offices, and intruſted 
with the Execution of parti- 
cular Duties in the publick Ad- 

miniſtration of Government; 
which they do not exerciſe and 
perform as Acts of their own 

Will, but merely in Obedience 


to 
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to the legiſlative Power, which 


in its Nature is abſolute, and 


can admit of no Limitation or 
Controul. 


Man, who by Nature is born 


equal and free, before he has 
; cultivated with Art the Fa- 
culties of his Mind, muſt 
doubtleſs feel an Averſion with - 

in himſelf, to ſee any of his 
Fellow Creatures inveſted with 
an abſolute and unlimited Pow- 

er over his Life and Property; 
and it is this uncorrected rude 
Principle, which is fo apt a- 
mong the Vulgar to ſtir up 
Sedition, and often Rebellion, 
when concealed by the pretend- _ 
ed Humility of ill-deſigning 
Men, under a falſe Notion © 
OO” 


Anti- 


161 


Antiquity affords innumer- 
1 Inſtances of this Kind, in 


the various Forms of Govern- 
ment uſed amongſt the Greeks 
and Romans; in which Period 
of Hiſtory, we cannot but ob- 
ſerve, That, notwithſtanding 
the boaſted Freedom ſecured to 
any Society, by a Popular Go- ; 
vernment, or Commonwealth, 
yet, when either imminent 
| Danger from Abroad, or the 
Growth of Faction at Home, 
induced the State to chuſe a 
Dictator, or transfer the Le- 
giſlative and Arbitrary Power 
into a few Hands, it ſtill devi- 
ated into an abſolute Monar- 
chy, from whoſe Luxury and 
Licentiouſneſs, firſt Poverty, 
and then Slavery, Oy en- 
ted. 
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forming 
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101 prevent ſuch a fatal Ca- 
Ae the Authors, from 


King, Lords, and Commons in 
Parliament. 
It is a moſt remarkable, and 
happy Circumſtance, in the 
Prame of this Covernment, that 
both the legiſlative and execu- 
tive Power, being diffuſed in- 
to the Hands of many, of all 
Ranks, which, either by Elec- 
tion 


Time to Time, of our preſent 
happy Conſtitution, in the Iſj- 
land of Great. Britain, have 
ſhewed great Depth of Thon ght 
and incomparable Skill, in 
that moſt beautiful 
| Machine. which, in the Coa- 
lirion of three different Eftates 
and Conditions of Men, com- 
poſes one united, arbitrary, 
and legiflative Power, viz. The 


es : . — 
SMS q E 


_ * WI 1 
* I W * ry 


—- 
— 


| 


as e ſhifting andro ofing amongſt the 


| 


[8] 


tion or Appointment from 


Time to Time, is continually, 


People themſelves, who, by this 
Means, are accuſtomed both to 


govern, and to be governed in 
their Turns; ſeldom any Ha- 
tred or Animoſity ariſes on that 
Account; for every one feels 
the Conveniency of an orderly, _ 
mild, and decent Behaviour, 
while in Power, becauſe what 
in that Reſpect is one Mans 


Lot to Day, may be another's 
To-morrow ; ſo that Self, Inte- 
reſt, equally with Duty, obliges 
them to do as they would be 


done by. 


Thie Adminiſtration of civil 5 
Juſtice is here diſtinguiſhable 


from that of all other Countries, | 


and influenced with an unpa- 


ralelled C 


BEL ante 8 


„ 
ralelled Humanity; for even 
the guilty Wretch is not only 
ſecure from Torture, and eve- 
ry other Thing which can bear 
the leaſt Reſemblance of Slave - 


I : ry; but there is further a moſt 
7 admirable Proviſion made by 
the antient Conſtitution of this 


Kingdom, to prevent the ill 


Effects, and terrible Conſe- 
qauences of thoſe human Paſ- 
ſions, Miſtakes, and Prejudices, 


huh appear fo frequently 


elſewhere on the Bench of 
Juſtice. 


In England, it is not ſo much 


as permitted to whiſper Scan- 
dal, or attack any Man's Ho- 
: neſty and Reputation at Ran- 
dom; and let the Proofs be e- 


ver ſo ſtrong, that a Crime has 
actually been committed, a Bill 


ft c — _ 4 
Piel] 


or Information muſt be firſt 
laid before an Inqueſt of credit- 

able Men, called a Grand Jury, 

| repreſenting the County ; who, 


upon their Oaths, muſt find, 
that there are juſt Grounds for 
a legal Proſecution, before the 


Men, of une xceptionable Credit 


© o a 
. . + X EEE P ttinc 2, 9d oo ads 1 67 PINE: yg >> tiger 


Party can be arraigned; nor has 
any Court of Juſtice Power to 
take Cognizance of, or give 
Judgment in, any eriminat Mat- 
ter, excepting ſuch only as 
are by Inqueſt of the Grand 
Jury, preſented to the Court as 
true Bills: But to convict a 
Perſon of any Crime or Iniqui- | 
ty, which may affect either his 
Life, Liberty, or Eſtate, Proof 
thereof muſt be firſt made in 
open Court, to the unanimous. 
Satisfaction of twelve indifferent. 
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in the Neighbourhood where | 


the Fact is alledged to have 


been committed, or where the 
Subject in Queſtion lies, called 
a Petiy Jury, who make En- 


quiry, upon their Oaths, of 
every particular Circ umſtance, 
and are obliged to return a di- 
ſtinct Verdict of the Matter 


into Court, before any Sentence 


can be 3 or Puniſh- 
ment inflicted. It 


It is from this F ngular 8 
lege, that the Liberty of the 


Subject in England, is to be di- 
ſtinguiſhed from that of all o- 
ther Nations; for without ſup- 


poſing ſo great a Number as 


twelve of our moſt indifferent 
Neighbours and Equals, to be 
partially influenced in their u- 


nanimous Judgment againſt us, 
1 „ 


111 


it is not in the Power of any 
Man, not even the greateſt 
in the Kingdom, to oppreſs one 
ſingle Individual, by wrongfully - 
affecting either his Life, Li- 


berty, or Eſtate. 


It may reaſonably be ſup- 
poſed, that this honourable 


and important Service upon Ju- 
ries, in order to diſpenſe Juſ- 


tice between Man and Man, 
as well as to the Publick, and 
on which all Degrees and Con- 


ditions of Men, "non the 


Commons, are continually em- 
ployed in their Turns, begets a 
Kind of Habit in the Minds of 
the whole People, of eafily di- 
ſtinguiſhing between Right and 
Wrong, on every common Oc- 
caſion; which of Courſe muſt 

. en them from doing Things 
1 that 
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that they know will unavoidably 
expoſe them to the Indignation, 
Scorn, and Cenſure of their 
Neighbours and Acquaintance : 
And, if we add to this Conſider- 
ation, the Honour it confers, as 
well as the Pleaſure it muſt give 
to the Man, who tho' otherwiſe 
in mean Circumſtances, yet finds 
that an Integrity of Character 
and Reputation amongſt his 
Neighbours, is capable of ren- 
dering him daily uſeful in carry- 
ing on the moſt important Buſi- 
neſs of the Commonwealth, vis. 
that of doing material Juſtice 
indifferently, between the Great 
and Small, Rich and Poor; it 
muſt leave ſuch a Tincture of 
Worth and Virtue amongſt the 
Generality of the People, as can- 
not fail to appear in their moſt 
= - roquent 


[14] 


frequent Tr anſactions and Affairs 


of Life: A Badge of Liberty, 


which tho at preſent to be found 
no where out of Great Britain, 


yet is impreſſed with the true 


Image of that lovely Goddeſs we 


fo — ador e. 


The next Thing which ſtrikes 
our View in this Country of 
Liberty, is that artificial 5 


which unites the Three Great, 
but independant Powers, that 
compoſe the Legiſlative Body, 
vis, the King, abſolute in his 
executive Capacity ; the Lords, 
final in their judicial ; and the 
Commons, unlimited in their 
Power of enriching and ſup- 
porting the other two; all Three 
equally neceſſary to enact, and 
give che Laus a proper Sanc- 
tion, 
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tion ; but likewiſe equally ſub- 


ject to them, when enacted, with 


the whole Body of the People 


under their Juriſdiction. 


The Dangers and Evils which 


Mankind are preſerved from, 
and the innumerable Advantages 


which they receive by civil Go- 


vernment, when collected toge - 
ther, are underſtood by the 
Term Publick Good, of any So- 
ciety or Commonweal; which is 
of ſo different a Nature from the 
ſelfiſh Profit, or private Good, 
that Individuals may be ſuppoſed 
to hunt after, excluſive of the 
Publick, that they are moſt fre- 
quently inconſiſtent, and incom- 
patible with each other; inſo- 
much, that he who thinks fit to 
demonftrate, by any Part of his 


Conduct, that he On his own 
. privae 


[x6] 
private Advantage to the pub- 
lick, does thereby, as much as 
poſſible, render himſelf un- 


worthy at leaſt, I wiſh I could 
Hay uncapable, of being a Mem- 
ber of the Legiſlature, or of be- 
ing intruſted with any Share of 
the executive Power: For to be 
qualified to rule and govern in 
Society, implies not only a 
Diſpoſition, but a ſtrong Deſire 

to execute and fulfil the juſt 
Ends of Government, without 


which there can be no Union 


amongſt the Parts, whereby 


Diſcord, and, in Proceſs of 
Time, a Diſſolution, muſt fol- 
low. 


Publick Good, therefore, 6 


ing the only Principle which 
can effectually unite the three 


great and independant Parts of 


; the 


81771 
the Legiſlature in Great Bri- 
tain, and ſeeing this publick 
Good is to be diſcovered, and 
aſcertained by the Application 
and Judgment of aboye 700 
Perſons of different Ranks, and 
in different Capacities, who 
are all in their juſt Proportions. 
equally intereſted as private 
Subjects therein, how great is 
the Security to the Body of the 
People, that the Voice and 
Sentiments of ſuch a Legiſla- 
ture, will more certainly ter- 
minate in the Good of the Pub- 
lick, than thoſe of any leſſer 
Number of private Men, who 
are not called by their Country 
to that Service, and whoſe O- 
pinions therefore, impartially 
ſpeaking, cannot be ſuppoſed 


to 


FW. 


to carry an equal Weight along 


with them ! 


That human judgment is 
weak and fallible, or that Mens 
Minds are continually liable to 
be corrupted in ſome Shape or 
other; whereby even ſuch a Le- 
giſlative Body, as is aboyedeſcrib- 
cd, may be miſtaken or miſled, 
is undeniable: But as that is an 
Argument which equally con- 
cludes againft all Kinds and 
Forms of Government in Being, 
it cannot be admitted as an Ob- 


jection to the particular Frame 


of the Britih Conſtitution, 
which we only ſay is, with Re- 

ſpect to Liberty, preferable to 
_ anyother hitherto invented 8 


practiſed in the World; 


cauſe the free Enjoyment of oe 
Subjects natural and acquired 


Rights, 
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[ 19 ] 
Rights, which we call Liberty, 
18 ſecured to every Individual, 


on the ſame equal Terms and 
Conditions, without any Di- 


ſtinction or Partiality whatſce 


ever. 


Could Men be cottage un- 


der ſuch a Government, to act 
every one as became them, in 


their proper Sphere; thoſe 


who were truly qualified to fill 
the higheſt: Stations, and found 
themſelyes inveſted with great 
Power, would diſdain to per- 


vert the equitable Intention of 
the Laws, by influencing the 


Paſſions, and debauching the 
Minds of the Legiſlators, to 
act on private Views, incon- 
ſiſtently with the Honour and 
| Intereſt of their Country, 
which, on all Occaſions, is to 


Oo. be 


y 


[20]. 


be diſcovered by a ſimple, but 
invariable Way of thinking, 


that obtrudes Itſelf! into every 


Breaſt, which is not already 
tainted with Prejudice or Vice. 


An uniform, virtuous, and 


ſteady Adminiſtration „ wants 


no ſecret Arts to ſupport its 


| lawful Authority, but will daily 
gain Eſteem in the Hearts and 
Affections of the People; be- 
cauſe it acts on firſt Principles, 
and ſuch undeniable Maxims off 
true Policy, as exclude the very 
5 Idea of a Party; 3 and there is 
nothing more obvious in Hiſ- 


tory, than that whereſoever 


Parties have been introduced 
into the Management and 
Conduct of civil Government, | 
it has polluted the Minds, and 


nen the Morals of the 
* Peo Mo; 


1 


People, to ſuch a Degree, as 
ſeldom, or never failed, to end 


in the total Subverſion of the 


| Conſtitution. 


on the other hand, where 
any private Man in Great Bri- 


train, out of an unbiaſſed and 
ſincere Concern for the publick 
Good, thinks he is able to ſup- 
port, with ſufficient Evidence, 
a material and judicious Com- 
palaint, againſt the Conduct of 
any publick Officer; or if he 


has any reaſonable Propoſition : 
to make, for ſome Alteration 


in, or Amendment of the Law, 
or of the very Frame and Con- 
ſtitution of the Government it- 
ſelf; there are ſo many Ways 
of Application to the ſudgment 
of the Legiſlature, by any one 
or two of the Members which 
8 8 45 compoſe 
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compoſe that numerous Body, 
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that no Perſon or Perſons, of 
what Rank and Degree ſoever, 
can be at a Loſs, either by 


themſelves or their Friends, to 
make their humble Addrels, 


unto the whole, or any Part of 


the ſupreme Power; that being 
the Birth- right of every Sub- 
ject, as often as Occaſion may 
require: But inſtead of this le- 
gal, ſafe, and juſt Way of pro- 
ce eding, To deliver and inforce 
our conceived Opinions of the 


publick Good, by publiſhing a- 


nonymous Libels, and ſeditious 
Pamphlets, ſtuffed only with 
ſatirical Wit, on the Charac- 
ters of thoſe particular Perſons 


who happen to be in Power, 


- and intruſted with the chief 


Adminiſtration, 18 a monſtrous 
| Ls Abuſe 
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Abuſe of the true Senſe and 
Meaning of the Word Liberty, 
which always implies an open, 
fair, and juſtifiable Act. 
It is not only the Right, but 
the Duty of a Britiſb Subject, 
to oblige every one, with whom 
he has any Dealing, to act upon 
the Square, and in Conformity 
to the Laws, which have no 
Reſpect of Perſons: But clan- 
deſtinely to ridicule the Legiſ- 
lators, and treat with Con- 
tempt thoſe Perſons who hap- 
pen to be inveſted with the ex- 
ecutive Power, is a Liberty 
which no reaſonable Man can 
claim, nor any civilized and 
_ wiſe Government will bear. 
The juſt, the brave, and 
free · born Briton, contentedly 
f enjoys what he has, without 
2 the 


24] 
the leaſt Apprehenſion of being 
injured or inſulted by his 
Neighbour, how great and 
powerful ſoever he may be: He 
pays a decent and dutiful Re- 
ſpect to his Superiors, accord- 
ing to their Rank, and treats his 
Equals in the ſame kindly Man- 
ner, he would chuſe in the like 
Circumſtances to be treated by 
them: He conſiders himſelf as 
a Child of the Commonwealth, 
and meaſures both his own and 
other People's Merit, according 
to their Capacity and Diligence 
in ſerving and promoting the 
publick Good: He ſympathizes | 
with the honeſt, poor, induſ- 
trious Man, but ſcorns to envy 
the Riches and gawdy Indo- 
lence of the Great: In ſhort, 
he thinks, he ſees, and feels 
himſelf 


113 


| himſelf to be without arbitrary 
Reſtraint, and free to poſſeſs e- 
very Enjoyment i in Life, which 
is conſiſtent with the Peace, Safe- 
ty, and Proſperity of his Coun- 


5 try. ; 


Thus far having ſpoken of 
that Liberty, which, in Great 
Britain, is enjoyed by every 
Subject, without Diſtinction; 


we ſhall next proceed to conſider 


the Nature of that adventitious 
Power or Liberty, conferred by 

Law, on thoſe who happen to 

be intruſted with any Share of the 

legiſlative or executive Power. 
Every juſt and upright. Man, 
who accepts of, and is employed 
in any Office of publick Truſt, 


will, frem the Nature of the 


1 Thing, conſider himſelf as under 
an abſolute Reſtraint from on 


21 


the Power conferred upon him, 
to any other Pur poſe, than that 
of ſecuring and promoting the 
publick Good, as it is diſtin- 
guiſhed from ſelfiſh and private 
Gain: So whither a Man be 
born to that hereditary Honour, 
which gives him a Right to ſit 
and vote in the upper Houſe of 
Parliament, or that the Virtue 
and Humanity of his Conduct in 
private Life, has made it the 
People's Choice to confer that Pri- 
vilege onhimin thelowerHouſe ; 
he is equally bound to act, in the 
Capacity of a Legiſlator, as a 
Father of his Country, with 
great Temper and Deliberation, 
without ſuffering Paſſion, Preju- 8 
dice, Self- Intereſt, or any pri- 
vate Reſentment to influence 
his S Opinion and Judgment of 
thoſe 


[27] 
thoſe Things which concern the 
publick Good and Weltare of the 
N ation; if he does but remem- 
ber to keep that great End in 
View, for which he was inveſted 
with ſuch a ſingular Privilege 
and Power, he cannot err by 


deviating from what his Judg- 
ment informs him to be his bound- 


_ Duty, without committing a 


Rape on the Conviction of his 
own Mind, and thereby diſqua- 
lifying himſelf from ſuſtaining 

the Honour of ſo great a Cha- 

racer and Truſt in the publick 

Service. 
Lo Legiſlator is» the higheſt, 5 
, and moſt ſublime Character, that 
human Nature can be clothed 
with; repreſenting to us in Mi- 
niature, by the quiet and 5 eace- | 
able Enjoyment of our Proper- 

E 2 e 
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ties, and the Multitude of o- 
ther Advantages, which flow 
from a well-governed Society, 
that impartial Beneficence and 
_ diffufiveBounty, which the great 
Author of Nature is daily and. 
liberally beſtowing, with an in- 
different Hand, on all who are 
under his Inſpection, from the 
ſmalleſt Inſect, to the Pri ince 
on his Throne. | E 
| How amiable does this Chas: 
rafter appear, when juſtly ful- 
filled, and how much adapted 
” draw the Affections, as well 
as Reſpect of Mankind! Let, 
as Power, which implies a 
Liberty of acting as we will, not 
only loſes its Acrimony, but 
mines with an agreeable Luſtre, 
in the Breaſt of a juſt and good 
Man, ſo it becomes black —_. 
+) 3 odious 


29 
odious, when tinctured with a 
vicious Pride, and the Gall of 
Oppreſſion: To avoid which, + 
as much as the Situation «af | 


human Affairs will permit, the 


Britiſh Conſtitution has wiſely 
lodged the Legiſlative Power 


in many Nn and guarded 


their Method of proceeding 
with ſuch elegant Forms, 2s 


FF that it is morally impoſſible, - 


for ſuch a Body to be blinded 
with Ignorance, or artificially 
| impoſed on: Their Votes and 
Proceedings are not only pub- 
liſhed from Day to Day by Au- 
thority, but they oblige them- 
ſelves to a& with ſo much De- 
liberation, and in ſo many dif- 


ferent Capacities, that they 


cannot be ſurprized into any 
Meaſure « or Reſolution, without 
poi vi 


[39] 


its having been firſt maturely 
weighed, by every Part and 
Member of their own Body, as 
well as known unto, and con- 
ſidered by thoſe whom they 
repreſent. And although the 
Liberty and Power of any 
Member of a Britiſb Parl ia- 
ment, with reſpect to his 
ſpeaking in the Houſe, and vot- 
ing as his own Judgment di- 
rects him, for the publick 
Good, may be ſaid to be un- 
. limited; yet the ill Conſequence 
of his ſpeaking or acting with 
Paſſion and Prejudice, or any 
other Weakneſs incident to hu- 
man Nature, is ſure to be pre- 
vented, and the Error timely 
: corrected, by the Wiſdom and 
Prudence of ſo great. an n 
„ bly, 


* 


bly, indued beth with orgy: 4 
and Experience. 
The Variety of Knowledge 
N to be found in ſuch a Body of 
Men, whoſe liberal Education 
(it may be ſuppoſed) has im- 
proved their natural Talents 
for all Kind of Buſineſs, to the 
higheſt Pitch, muſt Fender te . 
Duty of the ſeveral Magiſtates, 
appointed to put the Laws in 
Execution, both plain and | 
ealy to all concerned; for 
there is this material Difference 
between the Duty of a Legiſ- 
lator, and that of an executive 


| Magiſtrate; that the One 
Judges of the Matter before 


him, without any Limitation 
or Reſtraint on his Will, guid- 


ed by the Light of his own 


Underſtanding and Apprehen- 
fon; | 


1:32] 
ſion; whereas the Other is tied 


1 and confined to act 
only as he is directed by the 


Letter, and true Meaning of 


the written Law before him. 


Again, the Firſt is accountable 


to God and his own Conſcience, 
ho far his Actions are equita- 


ble and juſt in themſelves: But 
the Second, being the mere Ex- 
ecutor of the Firſt's Judgment 
and Intention, he acts blindly 
in Obedience to him, and can- 


not therefore be accountable 


for any more than a punctual 
Execution of what has been al- 
ready ordained and enacted . 


the other. 


In the pr eſent Conſtitution of 


Great Britain, the King is not 


only to be conſidered as the 
firſt eſſential, independant, and 
con- - 
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Kaye” "thi d part of thi L 
Legiſlature, but likewiſe as the 


fole Fountain of all executive 


Power iti the State, and in 


whoſe Name only Juſtice, in 


all its Parts, is to be adminif- 
trated. 


Thus the King of Great Bri: 25 


tain, in his legillative Capaci- 


ty, is Umited and Wätrained 


from acting without the Con- 
currence of both Houſes of Par- 


liament; and thereſore a wiſe 


Prince will make uſe of that 
one Circumſtance, in the Na- 
ture of his Office, to throw off 

from his own Shoulders the 

invidious Charge of contriving 
or framing the needful Severi- 
ties inflited by penal Laws, 
1 and every other AQ of the le- 
gore Body which may 


--Þ tend 2 


L 34. 


tend to ſour the Minds of the 


Vulgar, and render a Prince 
unpopular: For the King's 


bare Aſſent to thoſe Acts which 
have been deliberately compol- 


ed by the concurring Senti- 
ments of two diſtin& and inde- 
pendant Houſes of Parliament, 


can never be conſtrued to pro- 
ceed from the particular Incli- | 
nation of his arbitrary Will, 
but rather from the natural 
Goodneſs and Humanity of his 
Diſpoſition, which will always 
lead him to have an entire De- 
pendance on the Opinion and 
Judgment of his Parliament, as 
unqueſtionably they are, in 
their legiſlative Capacity, the 
beſt Judges of whatever relates 


to the ER Good. 


i All | 


WWW 


. 


„ 
All popular Aſſemblies, eſ- 


pecially when they are inveſted 
with a great and independant 
Power, have a natural Averſion 
8 be dictated to, and forci- 
bly led into any Thing, but 
what firſt ariſes, or is propoſed 
amongſt themſelves. And the 
Prudence, which is to be ac- 
quired from a little Obſerva- 
tion and Experience, will often 
inſtru& a Britiſʒ King to con- 
ceal his Thoughts and Anxiety, 
about many Things relating to 
the public Good; until theſe 
Things, by a political Conduct, 
are firſt moved in one or other 
of the Houſes of Parliament, 
and come from thence to be 
asked of the Prince as a Fa- 
vour. 
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[36 ] 
With what Safety, Eaſe, and 
? Contentment then, does a King 
of Great Britain act in his le- 
giſlative Capacity, when he is 
ſure to receive the Honour and 
Applauſe due to him, for eve- 
ry good and wholeſome Law 
that is paſſed, without being 
chargeable with the diſagree- 
able Effects, and unacceptable 


Conſequences of any bad one: 


And how much more eligible 
is ſuch a Situation, to a virtu- 
ous and good Prince, than 
thoſe irkſome Cares, and pain- 
ful Remorſes, which ſurround 


the Throne of an ablotuto and 1 


unümitel Power. 
But to view the Britiſo Mo- 
narch in his proper Grandeur, 


let us conſider him as Guar hon 1 


and ſole Executor of the Laws 
and 


[37 ] 
and. Ordinances, of the Com- 
monwealth; in which Capacity 
he is continually acting, with · 
out Limitation or Controul. 
All Officers, both civil and 
military, of whatſoever Rank 
or Degree, derive their Au- 
thority, and receive their Com- 
miſſions, either from the King 
himſelf, or from ſuch as are 
deputed by his Majeſty to ap- 
point them; and although _ 
theſe. — generally ; 
run in the Stile of the King's 
Will and Pleaſure, yet all of 
them referring to the Execu- 
tion of ſome Part of the Law, 
it is virtually underſtood, that 
the King does not, nor cannot, 
will or command any thing 
contrary thereunto; which is 
a in Dre to the Offi 
| cer 


(38 ] 
cer and executive Magiſtrate, 0 
to examine well, and have a 
Regard to the known Laws of 
the Land, in the Diſcharge of his 
Office and Duty, fince, by act- 
ing contrary unto, or inconſiſ- 
tent with that, he muſt be un- 
derſtood to d iſobey the Will and 
Pleaſure of the King, and 
thereby ſubject himſelf to the 
Penalty inflicted on ſuch as act 


without Authority, and againſt 


Law. Thus we find, that the 
Will of the Prince, and the 
Execution of the Intent and 
Meaning of the Law, are in a 
legal Senſe ſynonymous. Ex- 
: preſſions; than which nothing 


can give a more rational Idea, 


and a fuller Conception of the 


Power lodged with the King, 


and of the Safety and Security 
4 enjoyed LE: 


08 


[39] 
enjoyed at the ſame Time by 
the People. & 
When a King of Eroat ri 
Zain is truly a Lover of Virtue, 
and indued with a moderate 
Share of good natural Under- 
ſtanding, together with a pru- 


dent Command of his Paſhons, 
he will avoid the Trouble, as 


 _wellas Danger, in all Caſes of 


Difficulty, of relying too much 
on the ſingle Advice of Miniſ- 
ters and Favourites: For al- 
though the Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, as Legiſlators, have no 
Right by the Conſtitution, to 
any Privilege of controuling the 
King, by interfering with his 
Conduct or Management of the 
executive Power; yet, when 
the Conjuncture is intricate, 
and * 3 of his Miniſ- 


ters 


[ a> 
ters and Privy-Counſellors are 
divided, or when the publick : 
Tranquility happens to be 
threatened with an Invaſion, a 
Conſpiracy, or other dangerous 
and doubtful Event, then it is 
highly commendable and ſafe 
for the Prince to throw himſelf 
into the Arms of his Parlia- 
ment, by frankly asking their 
Advice, and chearfully follow- 
ing thoſe Meaſures, which 
they ſhall think Proper to re. 5 
commend. : 
AKing who has the Ueart” 
ſormed, and a Reſolution ſuf- 
ficient, to act after this Man- 
ner, would be the Darling of his 
People, and could never be ſuſ- 
pected of being partial ly influ- 
enced, by ſecret or bad Coun.” 
il; 'Yeoutile ſuch frequent and 
open 


41 } 
open Declarations of his pure 
Intention to execute the king- 
ly Office, . agreeably to the 
Sentiments of his Parliament, 
would both ſecure to him the 
cordial Affections of the People, 
and all other Things needful to 
ſupport the Honour and Digr 

| nity of his Crown. 
Such a Prince would have no 
Occaſion to ſquander away Mo- 
ney upon Elections, or of in- 
fluencing, in any Sort, the 
Members of Parliament to 
deviate from their own ge- 
nuine Senſe of the publick 


. Good, and Intereſt of their 


Country: He would have no- 
thing to ask or expect from 
any of them, that did not per- 

fectly correſpond with their 

Duty 1 to' the People whom they 
. 


[42] 
repreſent ; in whoſe Eaſe, Proſ- 
perity, and Happineſs, he 
would always place his greateſt 
Pleaſure and Satisfaction. There 
would be no Emulation between 
ſuch a King, his Parliament, 
and his Miniſters, but who 
ſhould be moſt forward to pro- 
poſe, and diligent to carry in- 
to Execution, the proper Mea- 
ſures for extending Commerce, 
protecting of Trade, in all its 
uſeful Branches, and thereby 
enriching the whole Body, and 
ſtrengthening the Sine ws of the 
Commonwealth: For could 
the important Buſineſs of the 
State be but effectually and 
well done, it would produce 
ſuch an univerſal Satisfaction 
and Contentment, as muſt in- 
Wen I the remaining 
0 Seeds 


[ 43 ] 


Seeds of Faction and Diſcord; 
Weeds that never thrive, but . 
under the Loſſes and Misfor- 
tunes which are brought upon 
a People by Luxury and Indo- 
| lence, or ſome reigning vicious 
Quality in their Governors. 
The Riches and Proſperity 
of a Nation, is the only Foun- | 
dation on which a wile Prince 
will chuſe to build his Power, | 
and the Glory of his Reign; | 
| 


and it is from the Condition of 
the publick Treaſure, and not 
his own private Eſtate, that he 
he is to compute his Riches; 


for a King of Great Britain, 18 
who truly enjoys the Love | 


and Affections of his People, | 
has much leſs gi than - i 
any other Prince in ;.,the | 
V orld, to hoard. up 80 Stock 5 
11 
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of . private Wealth, becauſe! 
his Family, in all Reſpects, 
' become. the publick Care; 
ſo, that Self-Intereſt, join- 
ed to a reſpectful Gratitude, 
will ever oblige a Houſe of 
Commons to provide hand- 
ſomely for the Children, and 
every other needful Expence of 
the Royal Family. And if ſuch 
a King, in the Courſe of his 
: Candust, evidently treats all 
his People with the Tender- 
neſs of a Parent. preferring 
their Good to every Thing 
which immediately relates to 
Himſelf, his Children, or his 
Servants ; it is but highly juſt, 
in return for a Life of Care ſo 
ſpent, that not only Necef- 
faries and common Convenien- 
cies he provided for by the 
ere „ Publick, 
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Publick, but even that alt 
Kinds of Afluence, and à de- 
cent Grandeur, ſhould appear 
about the Throne of ſo benefi- 
cent, ſo generous, and ſo good 
a Prince: And, indeed, a Ne- 
glect of this important Article, : 
cannot well be ſuppoſed,” be⸗ 
Cauſe it would reflect Diſhonour 
upon the People's Repreſenta- 
tives, and bluſh in the Face of 
every Man who had the Hap- 
pineſs to partake of, and feel 
the innumerable Bleſſings thnat 
would be continually flowing 
from ſo juſt and perfect an Ad- 1 
miniſtration of Government. 1 
The Influence, which is to 
be acquired over the Minds of 
Men, by the humane Conduct 
of a good Prince, and many 
1 Acts of Tenderneſs ; 
7 "Ji IS * and | i 
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and Affection towards his Peo- 
| ple, will give a more grateful 
= Reliſh to the Cares and Fatigues 
„ Government, and are infinite- 
1y more to be relied on, than a 
military Force, or the Exerciſe 
of any Power, which, on Enqui- 
ry, will appear to be unnatural, 
and therefore muſt ever carry a- 
long with it the ſecret Sting of 
Oppreſſion: For we may learn 
from Hiſtory, as well as from 
the Nature of the Thing, that a 
People who are born under 
a free Government, and brought 
up from their Infancy with ſtrong 
Notions of Liberty, can only be 
| ſubdued, and kept in Order, by 
a juſt, mild, and affectionate 
Conduct in their Governors; fo 
that it will be true Policy, ina 
King of Great Britain, ſo to 
F and 


[4] 


act in every Part of his Adminiſ- 
tration, as to triumph in the 
Hearts of hisSubjects, and glory in 
receiving ten Times more Power, 
Riches, and Grande ur, from the 
; benevolent free Choice and Gift 
of the People, than any of his 
Predeceſſors could ever obtain 
by their Claim to an arbitrary 
Regal Power and Prerogative. 
The Original of Powerin Go- 
vernment, has been ſo much 
controverted, and has produced 
ſuch Convulſions to embroil the 
weak imperfect State of human 
Zoeiety, in moſt Ages of the 
World, that though we chuſe 
to avoid entering into any parti- 
cular Explanation on ſo delicate 
a Subject, yet we cannot but 


obſerve, both from ſacred and 


Frying Hiſtory, that the ambi⸗ 


tious 1 


tious A oF  EothuſaR, ne- 
ver fails to derive his arbitrary 
deſpotick Power from ſome di- 
vine Original, and ſupernatural 
Git; as on the other Hand, the 
factious Leader of every ſuc- 
ceſsful Revolution in any State, 
is ſure to attribute his Proſperi- 
ty to the Influence of Heaven, 
and the particular Diſpenſation 
of Providence. Thus the ſu- 
preme Being, and ever-benefi- 
cent Fountain of all Goodneſs, 
2 frequently, and moſt impiouſ- 
ly, charged with being the Au- 
thor ef all the Wickedneſs | 
which is continually flowing 


from the depraved Wills, and 


moſt ungovernable Paſſions, of 
ambitious Men: But the true 
Chriſtian Hero, who judges of, 
and governs his) own, as W well as 


1 


the 


then 4 


the Action ns of & other Men, hb 
the unalterable Pretepts and 
plain Rules of moral Virtue, 

can make no other Uſe of civil 
Power in Government, than to 
promote the Good of Mankind 

in general, and the particular 


Happineſs of that Society, over 
which he is placed. Such is 


the Prince who can reconcile 
the chearful Smiles of ſweet 


5 : tenance of her Sifter Juſtice; S 


and ſuch a King, on the Britiſ | 
Throne, can never be led, or 
per uaded into any Meaſures | 
of State, but what are truly 
conducive to the Safety and 
| Intereſt of the Publick, and 
ſuch as will not only correſpond 
with the Sentiments of a free 
, Repreſentative in Parliament, 
H a but 


5 | Liberty, to the awful Coun- 


but will likewiſe be agreeably: | 
received 4 the rac 0 
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the People. 
Theſe are hs. Stems, by 


which a Britiſh King may, as 
it were, inſenſibly raiſe his 
Power, to ſuch a Degree, as 
that his People, and their Re- 
preſentatives, neither could, 
nor would refuſe him any 
Thing, which his generous and 
diſintereſted Ambition, guided 
by ſo much Humanity, could 
expect: Their mutual Deſires 
to make each other happy, 
would elevate the Power and 
5 Dignity of the Commonwealth; ; 
to the higheſt Pitch: .. The 
Friendſhip | of ſuch a State, ' 


would be no leſs honoured and 
eſteemed, than their Enmity 


| would be fear ed and dreaded by - 


all 


all-their- Meghan; even the 
remoteſt Nations would court 


the Alliance of a People, whoſe 
Ayerſion to all Kinds of Injuf- 


tice; was ſo remarkable, that 


their Judgment would be ſuf. 
ficient to ſettle, on the moſt 
equitable Fou ndations, the 
Lo of Mankind. n 
This ſeems to be alc wi 
= wt, and this the Form of that 
Government, of which Liber- 
ty makes her Choice: For tho 
ſhe abhors Wickedneſs, and 
takes the greateſt Pleaſure in do- 
ing all Kind of Good; yet ſhe is 
virtuous out of the pure Inelina- 
tion of her own Will, and has, 
in her very Nature, the utmoſt ; 
 Averſion to all Sort. of Com- 
pulſion; ſhe is a Lady of the 
emen Reſolution. 92555 Cou- 
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Mould, as always to be gained 
by Truth, when attended with 
a Sympathy of Affections; ſhe 


R 
nage; but yet of ſa" ſofti'a 


may juſtly be conſidered as a 


wWatchful Guardian over. the 
Rights and Praperties of Man- 
kind; the meaneft whereof ſhe 
never will agree to part with, 
an any other Conſideration 
but the publick Good of So- 
ciety, and not even then, with- 
but the free Conſent and Goods 
Will of thoſe ta whom they 
Properly belong; vis. either 
the Parties themſelves, or ſuch 
as they haye voluntarily deput - 
ed to diſpoſe of them for "the . 
5 Publiek Service. 5 


To maintain and defend. Th 


berty therefore in our Coun- 
"EY; ON. 1 2 progeiand. advance 


the 
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the publick Good of the Soci- 


ety, unto which we belong, | 
are convertible Terms, and 


mean the very ſame Thing; 


from whence it may, by a juſt 
and conſequential Way of Rea - 
ſoning, be demonſtrated, that 


every Attempt to incroach up- 


on, weaken, or deſtroy, thoſe 
Rights and Privileges, which 
_ eſſentially belong to each of the 
three conſtitutive Parts of the 
Legiſlature in Great Britain, 


is an Attack upon the Rights 


and Liberties of the whole Bo- 


dy of the People; which, by the 


peculiar Frame of ſuch a Go- 


vernment, depend on the Ba- 


luance and Equilibrium which is 
to be carefully preſerved be 
tween theſe three powerful but 
end Branches of the 
Conſti- 
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Conſtitution : By all which, it 
is plainly to be underſtocd, 
that he, who, by: any Colour of 
Reaſoning or Pretext'whatſoe- 
yer, does either attempt to take 
away, and render. uſeleſs, any 
of the Rights of the Crown, and 
of the known Priyileges apper- 
taining to either Houſe of Par- 
lament ;. or who, on the other 
hand, aſcribes unto, and en- 
deavours to inveſt any of the 


faid threeindependantBranches; 


with more: Power than of Right 
belongs to it, is thereby guilty 
0 Canis the very Foundations 


of the Government,. and . of 


ſubverting, as much as in him 


lies, the Rights and Liberties | 
of the Oe 'vf. f. Grace * Bris ” 
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What pure Loyalty then, 
Muumhelk with Gratitude and 
Affection, may not we ſuppoſe 
to flow from the Hearts of Bri- 
tons towards a King, whoſe na- 
tural Goodneſs, and penetrat- 
ing Judgment, would lead him 


to hold the Reins of Govern- 
ment, with ſuch an equal and 


ſteady Hand, as neither him- 
ſelf to incroach on the Rights 
and Privileges, appertaining by 
Law and Cuſtom to his Sub- 
jects, nor ſuffer any of them 
to break in upon his legal and 
juſt Authority in the State, 
which he was continually ank 
impartially exereiſing, for the. 
common Safety and Advantege 
of all his People. | 
 Avirtuons Conduct in 1all the ay 
Parts of a ſocial Life, together 
with 
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and an approved he r and 
n * 8 1 


af 10 worthy. = Prince, whoſe. 
elt and — 25 Wee var: 


had incurredhis'D p 
buy acting contrary nntoj or 
conſiſtent with the Honour an 
Intereſt of heir Country: For. 
the: Voice of the People would 
generally approve and follow. 
the apparent Inolination and 
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Puniſhment, an thoſe v 10 


gment of a Prince, whom 

they had, on all Occaſions, ob- 
ſerved to act, in his high Station, 
5 * ass MT and pg . 


Thy 


of Mind, as well as Candour® 
85 and Moderation. * 1 | 
8 illuſttious 4 an Txabnph ef 
Virtue and Humanity from the 
Throne, could not fail to have 
a proportionable and due In- 
fluence on all Ranks and Con- 
ditions of Men, by encouraging 
ſome, and diſcouraging others, 
according to their Worth or 
Demerit: And it would be 
the neceſſary and inavoidable 
Conſequence of ſuch an Har- 
mony in the Conduct of a Bri- 
: zifh King and his Parliament, 
246: 3 the People of this 
Illand as happy at Home, and 
glorious Abroad, as the Situa- 
tion of human Affairs will ad- 
mit t of. 
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